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As a community of women  
    created in the image of God, 
    called to discipleship in Jesus  
    Christ and empowered by the                     
    Holy Spirit,  
we commit ourselves to  
    grow in faith, 
    affirm our gifts, 
    support one another in our callings,  
    engage in ministry and action, and 
    promote healing and wholeness 
        in the church, 
        the society, and 
        the world.  
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HAPPY NEW YEAR 
 

Yes, that is correct because we’ve just entered the  
New Church Year … It’s ADVENT 

 
December is probably the busiest time of the year … so much needs 
to be done!  There is shopping, cookies to bake, decorations need to 
be displayed and parties to attend.  What’s missing? 
 
Yes, Advent is the time to prepare to celebrate the birth of our Lord 
Jesus, The Christ.  However, it’s also the time when we should be 
looking forward to Christ second coming when He’ll take all of us to 
live with him in Heaven … are you ready for that day? 
 
As we move once more through the Christmas season, may you al-
low yourself to move beyond the routine to discover an understand-
ing of what God seeks to communicate through the celebration of his 
Son’s birth … 
 
Move beyond the hustle and bustle of busy days to moments of quiet 
communion with the Lord of all life, to discovery of your roots; 
 
Move beyond the cookies, cakes and dinners with family and friends 
to recognition of our place in the family of God and a concern for 
needy brothers and sisters, to hear a call to share; 
 
Move beyond the giving and receiving of gifts to thanks to God for 
his gift of a Son, to praise generosity unlimited; 
 
Move beyond the times of worship with carols and candlelight to 
openness to the birth of Christ within, to experience new life in you. 
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SWO 31ST ANNUAL CONVENTION IN REVIEW 
 

Its was a bit nippy as convention goers 
made their way to St. John Lutheran 
Church on Saturday morning, October 
12th.  However, once inside we were 
greeted with smiles, warm coffee and 
goodies. 
 
Pastor Angela Khabeb then led us in 
an exciting opening Worship Service. 

We often hear words like, “how do we get younger 
women involved in Women of the ELCA?”  Our 
past SWO President Donna Yourell shows us by 
example.  Donna brought her daughter, Laura 
Enders and her granddaughter, Charlotte Yourell 
(Donna’s son, Dylan’s daughter). 

Our gifted musician 
Becky Whelpley 

 

Our Church-
wide Repre-
sentative, 
Keala Simoes, 
offered grace 
prior to lunch 
… Hula Style. 
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Pastor KathyJacobson delivered the Keynote Address  which was 
mostly about her writings of the series “Footnotes.”  Pastor Kathy 
also conducted a Workshop in the afternoon. 
 
Many people purchased Pastor Kathy’s final book “Footnotes”. 

Our Churchwide Rep., 
Kaela installs the new SWO 
Board: 
President:  Sue  Seidemann  
Vice-President:  Karen 
Hoffman (not pictured) 
Secretary:  Betty Warber 
Treasurer:  Tori Mallak 
Convention Chair:  Lona 
Eubanks 
Convention Intern:  Donna 
Hallada (not pictured) 
Board Members:  Marilyn 
Day and Laura Ruiz 
Congregational/Cluster Li-
aison:  Pam Maschke 

Remember the SWO 
Board in prayer. 

We are always happy to have the Bishop of the 
Greater Milwaukee Synod with us.  In addition 
to Bishop Paul’s greeting the Convention he 
did a round-table discussion with a group of 
women in the afternoon. 

Opportunity to do early Christmas shopping. 
Talking with Sarah Carson, associate editor for 
Gather Magazine. 
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 LET’S  GET  OUR  BOLD  ON! 
Bold Women’s Day is Sunday, February 24th 

 Bold Women’s Day … observed annually on the 
fourth Sunday of  February celebrates all Lutheran women 
who have acted or are acting boldly on their faith in Jesus 
Christ.  In 2019, the day set aside to observe Bold Wom-
en’s Day is Sunday, February 24th, but you can plan it on 
any day that works best for you and your congregation. 
 
 How are you celebrating Bold Women’s Day?  
You can start by visiting welca.org/bwd and downloading 
our updated resources.  The celebrate Bold Women’s 
Day” resource, available in English and Spanish, offers a 
starting point for planning your special day. 
 
 It is important to realize that women are bold in 
different ways.  Some women are bold in their unceasing 
prayers.  Other women are bold in their service to those in 
need.  Still other women are bold in their advocacy or 
through their hospitality. 
 
 If you want to celebrate the day in your congrega-
tion, start with the section, “When you gather in communi-
ty,” which offers several ideas for observing Bold Wom-

en’s Day.  If you want to celebrate the day in quiet con-
templation and study, look at the section, “Ways to cele-
brate on your own.” 
 
 We offer several resources on our website suitable 
for observing Bold Women’s Day.  Some of those in-
clude, “Finding Your Bold:  An Icebreaker,” “A Bold Life 
of Faith: Katharina von Bora Luther,” and two three-
session Bible studies, “Act Boldly for Mission” and “Act 
Boldly for Health.” 
 
 The website also offers free downloadable certifi-
cates, promotional posters, bulletin ads and a Facebook 
cover photo. 
 
 Whether we live out our bold story of faith in the 
workplace, family home or community, our faith compels 
us to make a difference in the lives of others.  It’s all about 
living out our baptismal call, about being a disciple of 
Christ. 
 

Let’s get our BOLD on! 

“Reprinted with permission from Interchange, the churchwide newsletter 
of Women of the ELCA, Copyright ©2018 Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.” 

Conference of SWO Presidents 
February 22-24, 2019 

Chicago, IL 
 

Our SWO President, Sue Seidemann, will travel to Chicago and meet with SWO Presidents from 63 other Synods in 
the ELCA and our Churchwide Staff for training, inspiration and come home filled with information regarding the 2020 
Triennial plus much more information for our benefit. 
 
The Churchwide Constitution of Women of the ELCA, Article XV, Section2; Items 1-4 sets out the goals of this annual 
Conference of Synodical Presidents: 
 To provide and receive information related to emphases, priorities and projected programs of Women of the ELCA. 
 To make recommendations to the executive Board. 
 To develop leadership skills. 
 To foster community and renewal. 
 
In previous years SWO Presidents have been asked to bring In-Kind-Gifts which were shared with organizations in the 
Chicago area.  This is not being done in 2019.  
 
There will be one offering received during the Sunday Morning Worship Service.  Our SWO will give Sue an offering 
and she will be expected to also give a personal offering.  This offering will be divided this way:  50% to ongoing 
churchwide ministries of Women of the ELCA … 25% to the ALL Anew Campaign for Katie’s Fund and 25% to Lu-
theran Suicide Ministry. 
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GREATER MILWAUKEE SYNOD SENDS QUILTS LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF  
 

24 Congregations donated 3,162 quilts … well done thou good and faithful servants with the nimble fingers 
 

Galilee Lutheran (Pewaukee)……………………………………………………………………………………...37 quilts 
 24 personal care kits  
St. Mary’s Lutheran (Kenosha)…………………………………………………………………………………..290 quilts 
 13 personal care kits … 224 school kits … 19 baby care kits 
St. Paul’s Lutheran (Kenosha)…………………………………………………………………………………….20 quilts 
 20 pounds of soap … one layette kit 
First United Lutheran (Sheboygan) 
 52 personal care kits 
First Lutheran (West Allis)………………………………………………………………………………………..44 quilts 
Nativity Lutheran (Wauwatosa)………………………………………………………………………………….275 quilts 
 Ten quilts shipped to the Indian Reservation in South Dakota 
Dr. Martin Luther Lutheran (Oconomowoc)…………………………………………………………………….87 quilts 
Faith Lutheran (Cedarburg)……………………………………………………………………………………...108 quilts 
 75 school kits 
Holy Cross  Lutheran (Menomonee Falls)…………………………………………………………………….…..82 quilts 
St. Luke’s Lutheran (Greendale)…………………………………………………………………………………134 quilts 
Grace Lutheran (Thiensville)…………………………………………………………………………………….125 quilts 
St. Luke’s Lutheran (Sheboygan Falls)…………………………………………………………………………...69 quilts 
 68 baby layettes … 41 personal care kits … 54 schools kits 
St. Paul’s Lutheran (Random Lake)……………………………………………………………………………...102 quilts 
Holy Trinity Lutheran (West Allis)……………………………………………………………………………….40 quilts 
Whitnall Park Lutheran (Hales Corners)………………………………………………………………………....22 quilts 
Gloria Dei Lutheran (Menomonee Falls)……………………………………………………………………...…130 quilts 
 19 school kits 
St. Peter Lutheran (Sheboygan)…………………………………………………………………………………...53 quilts  
 115 quilts to the Linus Project ... 302 school kits … 172 baby care kits … 49 personal care kits 
Holy Communion Lutheran (Racine)…………………………………………………………………………….94 quilts 
Norway Lutheran (Wind Lake)…………………………………………………………………………………..474 quilts 
 30 baby care kits  … 40 fabric kits … 33 personal care kits … 48 school kits 
North Cape Lutheran (Franksville)……………………………………………………………………………...118 quilts 
 112 school kits 
Abiding Savior Lutheran (Milwaukee)………………………………………………………………………….380 quilts 
House of Prayer Lutheran (Franklin)……………………………………………………………………………..64 quilts 
 8 quilts went with our youth/adults on a Mission Trips 
Atonement Lutheran (Muskego)……………………………………………………………………………..…..240 quilts 
 121 Personal care kits … 51 layette kits … 1,260 school kits 
St. Stephen the Martyr (Greendale)………………………………………………………………………….....174 quilts 
 256 school bags 
 
THANK YOU to everyone who participated in this project … whether you cut squares … sewed the front and back 
pieces together … or if you donated needed materials.   In the past year we’ve seen so much devastation right here in 
America with the hurricanes, fires etc. These quilts provide warmth and comfort to so many. 
 
If your church is not listed here, please send your count to betty@warber.net and we’ll include it in the March issue of 
the Gleanings. 

 

To the family of JudyLee Tarbox.  JudyLee passed away on August 29, 2018 after fighting 
a courageous battle with cancer.  JudyLee was one of our SWO Board Members so a $25 
memorial in her name was sent to Katie’s Fund. 
 

 
To Jan Fox at the death of her beloved husband Wayne who passed away on November 6th.  Jan and Wayne have been 
members at Ascension Lutheran Church and sang in the Choir.  The SWO Board sent a $25 memorial to Ascension’s 
Choir in Wayne’s name. 
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I want to thank all of you who attended our 31st annual convention.  Thank you to all of you who turned in an evalua-
tion.  We learned from the evaluations that most of you want to continue with a one day event.  Most of you enjoyed the 
workshops that you attended as well as the worship with Pastor Angela and the keynote address by Pastor Kathy.  
Those were certainly the highlights of the day.  I also was very moved by the hula done by our CWO representative, 
Kaela Simoes.  It was beautiful.  Next year’s convention will be at Holy Cross Lutheran Church in Menomonee Falls on 
October 12th.  I hope to see you there. 
 
I want you to be aware of something that angers me, but which I have absolutely no control over.  Since I have become 
president, scammers have been sending e-mails to some of you with my name.  These scammers have already managed 
to bilk a few loving, caring women of their money.  The e-mails say that they’re from me, but if you take the time to 
check the address, you’ll find that it is not from seidesue@charter.net, but with another address.  Please, if you receive 
one of these e-mails, do not respond to them.  Always remember to check the address.  Thank you. 
 
With the holiday season in full swing, and on behalf of the entire SWO board we hope you’re able to enjoy the season, 
be with family and friends. May God bless you with love, joy, and peace this season and throughout the new year. 
 

       Sue Seidemann 

A MESSAGE FROM THE SWO PRESIDENT 
 

Sue Seidemann 

1.  In the beginning, God created the Heavens and the 
Earth and populated the Earth with broccoli, cauliflow-
er and spinach, green and yellow and red vegetables of 
all kinds, so Man and Woman would live long and 
healthy lives. 
 
2.   Then using God's great gifts, Satan created Ben and 
Jerry's Ice Cream and Krispy Creme Donuts. And Sa-
tan said, "You want chocolate with that?"   And Man 
said, "Yes!" and Woman said, "and as long as you're at 
it, add some sprinkles." And they gained 10 pounds. 
And Satan smiled. 
 
3.   And God created the healthful yogurt that Woman 
might keep the figure that Man found so fair.  And Sa-
tan brought forth white flour from the wheat, and sug-
ar from the cane and combined them.  And Woman 
went from size 6 to size 14. 
 
4.  So God said, "Try my fresh green salad." And Satan 
presented Thousand-Island Dressing, buttery croutons 
and garlic toast on the side.  And Man and Woman un-
fastened their belts following the repast. 
 
5.   God then said, "I have sent you heart healthy vege-
tables and olive oil in which to cook them."   And Satan 
brought forth deep fried fish and chicken-fried steak so 
big it needed its own platter.   And Man gained more 
weight and his cholesterol went through the roof.   God 
then created a light, fluffy white cake, named it "Angel 
Food Cake" and said, "It is good." Satan then created 

chocolate cake and named it "Devil's Food." 
 
6.   God then brought forth running shoes so that His 
children might lose those extra pounds. And   Satan 
gave cable TV with a remote control so Man would not 
have to toil changing the channels.  And Man and 
Woman laughed and cried before the flickering blue 
light and gained pounds. 
 
7.   Then God brought forth the potato, naturally low in 
fat and brimming with nutrition.   And Satan peeled off 
the healthful skin and sliced the starchy center into 
chips and deep-fried them.  And Man gained pounds. 
 
8.   God then gave lean beef so that Man might consume 
fewer calories and still satisfy his appetite. And Satan 
created McDonald's and its 99-cent double cheeseburg-
er. Then said, "You want fries with that?" And Man 
replied, "Yes! And super-size them!"   And Satan said, 
"It is good."   And Man went into cardiac arrest. 
 
9.   God sighed and created quadruple bypass surgery. 
 
10.   Then Satan created Cuts to the Health Care Sys-
tem. Amen 
 
 
Editor’s note:  I found some truth in this and I was remind-
ed that my body is the temple of my Creator.  I must, at all 
times be vigilant and with God’s help I can live a life-style 
that is pleasing to my Creator. 

And GOD Created 
 
 

 I think this is hilarious! I NEVER HEARD CREATION EXPLAINED THIS WAY BEFORE!!! 
 

(This is an e-mail that was shared with the editor) 

mailto:seidesue@charter.net
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fimage.slidesharecdn.com%2Fcreation-pps-100826100838-phpapp02%2F95%2Fcreation-pps-2-728.jpg%3Fcb%3D1282817333&data=02%7C01%7C%7C149362afe9d94384834608d5af0025e5%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fimage.slidesharecdn.com%2Fcreation-pps-100826100838-phpapp02%2F95%2Fcreation-pps-3-728.jpg%3Fcb%3D1282817333&data=02%7C01%7C%7C149362afe9d94384834608d5af0025e5%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fimage.slidesharecdn.com%2Fcreation-pps-100826100838-phpapp02%2F95%2Fcreation-pps-4-728.jpg%3Fcb%3D1282817333&data=02%7C01%7C%7C149362afe9d94384834608d5af0025e5%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fimage.slidesharecdn.com%2Fcreation-pps-100826100838-phpapp02%2F95%2Fcreation-pps-5-728.jpg%3Fcb%3D1282817333&data=02%7C01%7C%7C149362afe9d94384834608d5af0025e5%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fimage.slidesharecdn.com%2Fcreation-pps-100826100838-phpapp02%2F95%2Fcreation-pps-6-728.jpg%3Fcb%3D1282817333&data=02%7C01%7C%7C149362afe9d94384834608d5af0025e5%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fimage.slidesharecdn.com%2Fcreation-pps-100826100838-phpapp02%2F95%2Fcreation-pps-7-728.jpg%3Fcb%3D1282817333&data=02%7C01%7C%7C149362afe9d94384834608d5af0025e5%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fimage.slidesharecdn.com%2Fcreation-pps-100826100838-phpapp02%2F95%2Fcreation-pps-8-728.jpg%3Fcb%3D1282817333&data=02%7C01%7C%7C149362afe9d94384834608d5af0025e5%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fimage.slidesharecdn.com%2Fcreation-pps-100826100838-phpapp02%2F95%2Fcreation-pps-9-728.jpg%3Fcb%3D1282817333&data=02%7C01%7C%7C149362afe9d94384834608d5af0025e5%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fimage.slidesharecdn.com%2Fcreation-pps-100826100838-phpapp02%2F95%2Fcreation-pps-10-728.jpg%3Fcb%3D1282817333&data=02%7C01%7C%7C149362afe9d94384834608d5af0025e5%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaa
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fimage.slidesharecdn.com%2Fcreation-pps-100826100838-phpapp02%2F95%2Fcreation-pps-11-728.jpg%3Fcb%3D1282817333&data=02%7C01%7C%7C149362afe9d94384834608d5af0025e5%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaa
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Assets   

SWO Checking $12,177.36 

SWO Savings $6,196.87 

Mission Investment Fund $3,172.00 

Total Assets $21,546.23 

Designated Funds   

1/2 Unit Offering $1,539.84 

Board Offering $134.00 

Convention Offering $1,805.00 

Scholarship-Synod Convention $200.00 

                 -Triennial Conv. $1,640.00 

                 -Other $200.00 

Triennial Promoter $0.00 

Convention $2,009.36 

Mission Investment Fund $3,,172.00 

Unexpected Expense $0.00 

Total Designated Funds $10,700.20 

Funds Available in Checking and sav-
ings  $7,674.03 

Total Funds Available $7,674.03 

Treasurer’s Report … November 31, 2018 

Receipts Actual YTD 2018Budget 

Board Offerings $134.00   

Cluster Funds $768.07 $0.00 

Unit Offerings  $3,079.68 $5,000.00 

Convention Offering $1,805.00 $2,500.00 

Convention Registration (Synod) $2,390.00 $4,000.00 

Special Event/Retreat Offering  $0.00 $0.00 

Special Event/Retreat Registrations $0.00 $0.00 

Designated Income $0.00 $1,000.00 

Miscellaneous $0.00 $500.00 

Total Receipts $8,176.75 $13,000.00 

Disbursements     

Board Offering Disbursements $134.00   

Unit Offerings to CWO $1,539.84 $2,500.00 

Convention Offering Disbursement $1,805.00 $2,500.00 

Retreat Offering Disbursement $0.00                0.00 

Designated Expense $80.00 $300.00 

Program I Mission Growth $0.00 $10.00 

Program II Mission Community $0.00 $10.00 

Program III Mission Action $0.00 $10.00 

Program IV & V Executive Com & Brd $373.82 $650.00 

Program VI Convention Committee $2,004.07 $3,250.00 

Program VII Clusters $919.07 $10.00 

Program VIII Financial Matters $127.08 $150.00 

Program IX Newsletter $953.64 $1,500.00 

Program X Special Events $0.00 $50.00 

Program XI Scholarships  -Synod Conv. $0.00 $200.00 

                                         -Triennial $0.00 $880.00 

                                         -Other $0.00 $50.00 

Program XII Anti-Racism $0.00 $180.00 

Program XIII Miscellaneous $50.00 $700.00 

Triennial Promoter $0.00 $50.00 

Total Disbursements $7,986.52 $13,000.00 

Mail UNIT offerings to: 
 

Treasurer: Tori Mallak 
 132 S. 92nd Street 

Milwaukee, WI 53214 
 

We give Thee but thine own, 
What - e’er the gift may be; 

All that we have is thine alone, 
A trust, O Lord, from thee. 

 
To comfort and to bless 
To find a balm for woe. 

To tend those lost in loneliness, 
Is angels’ work below. 

 
Our Treasurer’s books do not close until Janu-
ary 31, 2019 so if your Unit hasn’t sent an offer-
ing of record, please do so before that date.  You 
know that 50% of all offerings immediately goes 
to Churchwide to carry out the work outlined in 
our “Purpose Statement” (please read that state-
ment on the front cover of this Gleanings). 
 
Our monies go where most of us can’t … they 
help in shelters … feed the hunger and clothe 
those who shiver … provide programming and 
resources for Women of the Evangelical Luther-
an Church in America and the list goes on. 
 
The Churchwide 2018 budget for Women of the 
ELCA allows for a full-time staff of 11 which 
means a reduction of two staff members.  As of 
October 31, 2018 eliminated was associate exec-
utive director, Deborah Calvert and administra-
tive assistant, Vanessa Davis-Bragg.  Executive 
Director, Linda Post Bushkofsky said these cuts 
did not reflect on performance and she thanks 
Deborah and Vanessa for their many years of 
service to our organization. 
 

This information was gleaned from  
the Winter issue of Interchange. 
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GATHER MAGAZINE is a wonderful Christian “read” and many use the monthly Bible Studies which are part of 
the magazine published by Women of the ELCA.   
 
If you don’t use the Bible Studies that’s okay - the rest of the magazine is a good read for anyone - short meaningful 
articles and lots of food for thought for today’s woman. 
 
Why not give a year’s subscription to a friend, a young woman in your congregation, a home-bound woman who could 
benefit from such a gift.  How about giving a subscription to your Pastor/your Pastor’s wife - Gather would make a 
wonderful last-minute Christmas gift.  A one-year subscription (10 issues) is $19.96 … a two year subscription (20 
issues) is $35.96 and a three year subscription (30 issues) is $49.95. 

ELEVENTH TRIENNIAL CONVENTION 
July 14, 2020—July 16, 2020 

Phoenix, Arizona 
 

It is during this time that the business of Women of the ELCA is transacted.  Be thinking about this NOW because during our Annu-
al SWO Convention on Saturday, October 12, 2019 we will elect two voting-members to attend the Convention. 
Churchwide pays the expenses of our President and voting-members. 
 

ELEVENTH TRIENNIAL GATHERING 
July 16, 2020—July 19, 2020 

Phoenix, Arizona 
 

Who has already pre-registered for this event?  (Let Betty Warber know betty@warber.net … if you’ve pre-registered).  These Gath-
erings are always fun and we learn so much.  Yes, Phoenix will be hot in July but the buildings are all air-conditioned.  The SWO 
will provide four (4) scholarships so start thinking now about attending and later in 2019 we’ll let you know how to apply for one of  
those scholarships. 

 

If you are not into “paper magazines” try the on-line version Café 
 

Go to:  boldcafe.org 
 

Café, an on-line magazine, shares stories written by bold young women who write 
about faith, relationships, advocacy and more. Readers and writers of Café include 
pastors, seminary and college students, and other young adult women who 
use Café as a Bible study resource individually or with a group. 
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Our Annual convention IN-KIND-GIFTS 
 

Went to the Strong Baby Sanctuary  
 

Located at Hephatha Lutheran Church 
1720 W. Locust Street … Milwaukee, WI 53206 

 
Strong Baby sanctuary is having a Celebrate the birth of Jesus/birthday party for 
Jesus this next week (first week in December 2018).   Each parent will be able to 
take home gifts of food, blankets, diapers, wipes, clothing, etc. for their child and 
themselves.  There will be a meal and fellowship and scripture.   
 
Nurse Louise is working with a group doing a safe sleep effort and nurse Chris is 
working to get a strong baby’s sanctuary extension from Hephatha into Hopkins 
Lloyd  school.    
 
The help you all gave to us and continue to give allows us to serve people in these 
and many ways.  We celebrate the birth of Jesus by caring for the babies in our 

midst.  Thank you and God bless you … Pastor Mary Martha Kannass 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to the Women in the Greater Milwaukee Synod for being so generous with the In-Kind-Gifts.  We did not 
take a count of items received but there were hand-crafted blankets, diapers, new-born clothing, bottles, powder and 
lotion.   We were told that there was also cash received so that the Sanctuary could purchase anything needed.  We 
filled one and a half cars with the items and delivered everything to Hephatha. 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER .. FRIDAY, MARCH 1, 2019 
 

“Come-Everything is Ready”  This invitation comes from Jesus.  It also serves as the foundation for the 2019 World 
Day of Prayer. This is a worldwide, ecumenical movement of Christian women of many traditions who come togeth-
er to observe a common day of prayer each year. 
 
World Day of Prayer, officially celebrated since 1927, has its origins in the women’s mission boards of  the late 
nineteenth century America.  Addressing a specific theme each year, from creation care to human rights to interfaith 
relations, the movement invites women to “affirm that prayer and action are inseparable and have immeasurable in-
fluence on the world” by engaging with the following values: listening, speaking, faithfulness, creativity, inclusion, 
giving, receiving, sisterhood, trust, learning, wisdom, action, ecumenical work and being a Christian neighbor in a 
multi-religious world.  
 
This year, the World Day of Prayer will be facilitated by the WDP Slovenia Committee and will focus on the parable 
of the great banquet (Luke 14:15-24).  “At the core of the theme for WDP 2019, an invitation … Come,” writes the 
committee. “And to enable the response … Everything is ready. Come to praise, thank, and proclaim the kingdom of 
love.” 
 

This information is from the December issue of Bold Connections 
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12 Days of 
Christmas 

 
This Christmas Carol has always baf-
fled me.  What in the world do leaping 
lords, French hens, swimming swans, 
and especially the partridge who won’t 
come out of the pear tree have to do 
with Christmas?  Today I found out. 
 
From 1558 until 1829, Roman Catho-
lics in England were not permitted to 
practice their faith openly.  Someone 
during that era wrote this carol as a cat-
echism song for young Catholics.  It 
has two levels of meaning:  the surface 
meaning plus a hidden meaning known 
only to members of their church.  Each 
element in the carol has a code word 
for a religious reality that the children 
could remember …. 

The partridge in a pear tree was Jesus Christ. 
 
Two turtle doves were the Old and New Testaments. 
 
Three French hens stood for faith, hope and love. 
 
The four calling birds were the four Gospels of  Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John. 
 
The five golden rings recalled the Torah or Law, the first 
five books of the Old Testament. 
 
The six geese a-laying stood for the six days of creation. 
 
Seven swans a-swimming represented the sevenfold gifts 
of the Holy Spirit … Prophesy, Serving, Teaching, Exhor-
tation, Contribution, Leadership and Mercy. 
 

The eight maids a-milking were the eight beatitudes. 
 
Nine ladies dancing were the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit, 
Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithful-
ness, Gentleness, and Self Control. 
 
The Ten lords a-leaping were the ten commandments. 
 
The eleven pipers piping stood for the eleven faithful dis-
ciples. 
 
The twelve drummers drumming symbolized the twelve 
points of belief in the Apostles’ Creed. 
 
So there is your history for today.  This knowledge was 
shared with me and I found it interesting and enlightening 
and now I know how that strange song became a Christ-
mas Carol. 

YOUR SWO BOARD WISHES YOU A BLESSED and HOLY CHRISTMAS SEASON 

Karen Hoffman 

Betty Warber 

Pam Masahke 
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Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

President: Sue Seidemann (2019) 
  Worship 3729 N. 12th Street  
  Resource  Sheboygan, WI 53083 
  Books                     920-452-1634 Cell: 920-946-1857  
                                  seidesue@Charter.net 
                                  St. Peter LC - Sheboygan 

 
Vice Pres:             Karen Hoffman (2018) 
       5302 Mansfield Drive 
                                     Greendale, WI 53129 
                                                                Cell: 414-421-9249 
                                     ksh3231gw@sbcglobal.net 
                                     St. Stephen the Martyr LC - Greendale 

Secretary:             Betty Warber  (2018) 
  Historian              6517 Williamsburg Way 
                  Mt. Pleasant, WI 53406 
                  262-886-8918 Cell:  262-308-2676 
                               betty@warber.net 
                               Hephatha LC—Milwaukee 
 
Treasurer:           Victoria Mallak  (2019) 
 Finance Chair      132 S. 92nd Street 
 Offerings             Milwaukee, WI 53214 
                             414-257-3315  Cell: 414-530-6884  
                             vmallak@wi.rr.com 
                             Martin Luther LC - Milwaukee 

BOARD MEMBERS 

Mission Team           Laura Ruiz (2020) 
       171 N. 71st Street 
                                 Milwaukee, WI 53213 
                                                 Cell:  414-704-7849 
                                 ruizlm60@yahoo.com 
                                 Ascension LC - Milwaukee 
 

 
Mission Team     Marilyn Day (2019) 
      W279 N8512 Twin Pine Circle 
                                 Hartland, WI 53029 
                                                      Cell: 414-388-4535 
      mday17@wi.rr.com 
                                 St. Matthew LC - Wauwatosa 
 
Mission Team 
 
 
 
Anti-Racism 

 
 
Convention      Lona Eubanks (2019) 
 Chair                      10260 W. Terra Ave. 
                    Milwaukee, WI 53224  
                                 414-368-3363                       
                                 l.eubanks@sbcglobal.net 
                                 Incarnation LC - Milwaukee 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Convention     Donna Hallada (2020)    
Intern      1707 Garden Lane  
                                 West Bend, WI 53095 
                                 262-429-1323 
                                 brhallada@charter.net 
 Trinity Lutheran Church—West Bend 
           

 
Cluster/Cong. Pam Maschke (2018) 
Liaison  5271 S. 22nd Street 
  Milwaukee, WI 53221 
  414-282-3956  Cell:  414-526-6605 
  pamwald13@hotmail.com 
  St. Stephen the Martyr LC - Greendale 

 
Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization 

Website:  www.greatermilwaukeeswo.org 
                   

Gleanings Mailing Crew  
Chair:   Julie Starks  414-483-0122   jastarks@earthlink.net 
 

Crew:      Nancy Sack 414-545-5434nsack@att.net  
 

 LaVerne Mueller 414-541-2103   
              billlaernem@gmail.com … 
 

              Ruth Hoppe 421-281-5896 hppruth@sbcglobal.net 

“Gleanings” is published four times each year  
March, June, September and December 

 

Articles for each publication should be submitted by 
the first of February, May, August and November 

 

Submit Gleanings articles to Betty Warber 
betty@warber.net 

 

Joint Clusters I, II, III, IV   Nancy Sack  

414-545-5434 nsack@att.net                                     
  

Webmaster:  Sandy Allen     
allen.sjwerner@gmail.com (this is new) 
 

Facebook Coordinator: Caitlin Vang   
hi5.caitlin@gmail.com 
 

Communications Chair: Julie Starks  
414-483-0122    
jastarks@earthlink.net 
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To receive an individual subscription mailed to your home, send $5 for a one-year subscription (4 copies) or 
$9 for a two year subscription (8 copies).  Make check payable to “Women of the ELCA” and mail your order 
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ANOTHER WAY TO RECEIVE THE GLEANINGS … THIS IS FREE 
 

You can receive the Gleanings free of charge via e-mail.  To do this send your name and your e-mail address 
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